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2008
Promise to Vote
Patch Activities

Community Service

In each succeeding national election, fewer and fewer eligible voters actually
vote. Fewer than half the eligible women voted, forty-five million women did
not vote. In addition, many young people are experiencing an alienation
from any kind of political involvement. An informed and active electorate is
essential to the success of a democracy, and one goal of the Girl Scout
organization is to help girls develop into resourceful and active citizens.

Therefore, to help Girl Scouts become resourceful, knowledgeable and active
citizens, the Promise to Vote patch program has been developed. The patch
or the segment is available at the Council Service Center for $1.25. The
Council has a special segment that may be sewn around the patch for those
who participated in the program in the past. Girls just need to participate in
a booth activity to earn the segment.

Part of the program is to remind adults to Promise to Vote in this year’s
election. Be sure to start the program early enough so the girls are well
informed to participate in this part of the program.

To earn the Promise to Vote Patch girls must complete the one starred
activity and two other patch activities.




*1. PROMISE TO VOTE BOOTH

Participate in a Promise to Vote booth at your local mall, grocery store, or
community event. Ask adults to sign Promise to Vote registration forms at
the booth and to wear a Promise to Vote sticker as a reminder to others.
The signed Promise to Vote registration forms should be turned into the
Council no later than November 20, 2008.

Discuss how girls can convince people why it is important for them to vote.
In your troop, have girls practice how and what they will say to people.

2. CITIZENSHIP

A citizen is person who lives in a country and who has special rights that
country gives, such as voting, being protected by that country’s army, and
being able to live and work freely. Good citizens are active. They vote and
they help their community. If they see something wrong, they work to fix it.

Adult Americans see “law” and “justice” as synonymous. Children see
“justice” as playing fair. Too often young people seem to think that “law” is
not always on the side of fair play. Lead a discussion on the rights and
responsibilities of a citizen with your Girl Scouts.

The American Constitution guarantees you the following rights:

The right to equal protection of laws and equal justice in the courts.
The right to be free from arbitrary search and arrest.

The right to equal education and economic opportunity.

The right to choose public officers in free elections.

The right to own property,

The right of free speech, press, and assembly.

The right to attend the church of your choice.

The right to have legal counsel of your choice and a prompt trial if
accused of a crime.
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With your rights as a citizen go responsibilities. Every American shares
them. Your duties as a citizen are:

Before showing the girls their responsibilities as a citizen on a flip
chart, have them brainstorm on what they think they actually are.

To obey laws.

To respect the rights of others.

To become informed on issues of government and community welfare.

To serve on juries if called upon.

To vote in elections.

To serve and defend your country.

To assist agencies of law enforcement.

To practice and teach the principles of good citizenship in your own home.
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3. VOTER EDUCATION

One of the most important services youth can provide to their families and
communities is to educate themselves and others regarding the voting process. They
can strengthen the voices of all people by encouraging and helping others to exercise
their right and responsibility to vote.

Play a True/False Game with your Troop! Designate two sides of a room; one if the
statement is false and the other if the statement is true. Read the statement and ask
girls to stand on the true or false side according to what they believe. Talk about the
reasons for choosing a side.

1. A United States citizen who is at least 18 years old is eligible to register to vote. True

2. You are a United States Citizen if you were born in the continental United States, Guam,
Puerto Rico, or the U.S. Virgin Islands. True

3. It is hard to meet voter’s registration qualifications. False

4. Each state has a different registration deadline, but a voter must register 28 days in
Kentucky,30 days in Ohio, and 30 days in Tennessee before an election. New or first time
voters must register with the County Clerk’s office in their community. True

5. Forms for registration are hard to get. False

6. You must provide your full name, home address, mailing address, date of birth, telephone
number, and/or your social security number or driver’s license number. True

7. Once registered, | never have to reregister. False
(You must reregister if you move, change your name or change a political party.)

8. The Polling Place is the place where people vote — and you are assigned a polling
place according to where you live. True

9. If I am away on Election Day, | can’t vote. False
(You can vote absentee — contact your County Clerk’s office for the form.)

10. Election Day is the first Tuesday in the month of December. False (November)
11. If I don’t vote in an election, | must register. False
12. We are electing a President of the United States this November. True

13. | must declare an alliance with a political party when | register — either Democrat or
Republican. False (You may register as an Independent.)




4. QUALITIES OF A GOOD LEADER

Directions: Put a check (v) next to the characteristics below that would
help someone to be a good mayor of a city. The mayor is someone who is in
charge of a city or town.

Good Looks Doesn’t Wear Glasses
Honesty Speaks Well

Fairness Is Intelligent

Male Runs Fast

Female Works Well With Others
Like Being Alone Makes Decisions Well

Lives In The City Experience In Government

Directions: Next, read the descriptions of two people who want to be
mayor. Then, in the space below; write who you would vote for and why.

1. Jane Jellison — Mrs. Jellison is married and has two grown children.
She has lived in the city for all her fifty — two years. During the last eight
years, she has served on the city council. She is known for being very
smart and honest.

2. Hugo Harmon — Mr. Harmon is twenty-six years old. He came to the
city two years ago to work in the parks department. In college he was a
star on the basketball team. In the Army he won a medal for bravery. He
has always wanted to be in government.

| would vote for because
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5. FRONT PAGE NEWS

To become better informed and learn about the Presidential Candidates:
XXXX X (Democrat) XXXXXX (Republican) encourage girls to create their
own front page news article. Duplicate an Election News Page for each girl.
Ask girls to keep their eyes and ears tuned into election faces and places on
TV, radio, newspapers and magazines. Ask them to cut out a picture of each
candidate or copy a photo to give to each girl. Challenge girls to listen to
the news and talk to parents so they can fill in facts for each candidate.

6. DEAR MR. PRESIDENT

What person wouldn’t like to tell the president of the United States exactly
what he/she thinks? Give girls a chance to discuss issues that really concern
them; then let them “tell it to the president”. After girls have written their
letters, proofread them carefully. Ask the girls to rewrite their final copies
and mail them to the President (The White House, 1600 Pennsylvania
Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20500). Don’t be surprised if, several weeks
later, your troop receives a response from the Oval Office!

Troop Leaders should have one pre-addressed envelope to send the girls’
letters to the president. Make sure the Troop Leader’s name and address is
on the envelope.

7. DISCUSS

Discuss rules used at the troop meeting. Why are rules needed during
meetings? What would happen if a meeting was held with no rules? What
would be the similarities between rules for a Girl Scout troop, or in the
classroom, or for a community or country? Hold a troop election for patrol
leaders or officers for the troop. The troop will need to decide which offices
are needed and then nominate candidates. Have each candidate prepare a
campaign slogan or speech to present to the troop before the vote.
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HERES THE SCOOQOP!
ON THE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES

candidate candidate
photo photo
Name Name
Age Age
Home State Home State
Present Job Present Job
Family Family
Hobbies Hobbies
Campaign Issues Campaign Issues
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“l1 Promise To Vote
iNn the November 4, 2008 General Election”
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